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To my — and Eftecmed Friend, 


Mr. GE ORGE SHELLE Y, 
V. riting-Maſter of Chriſt's Hoſpital : In London. 


S1 


Cannot diſſemble the Secret Satisfaction [.receiv'd from the Sight of Your Late finiſhed Large Copy-Book ; Thro which 
a Rich Vein of Art and Induſtry diffuſeth it (elf. 


I congratulate You; and the Publick, thereupon. 


Nothing leſs than a governing Principle of Publick Spiritednels, old put y you upon, and carry you through, theſe Vo: 


luntary Toils for the Good of Others: Conſi * the 2 You muſt necelfarily undergo in that Eminent Station, you 
lo W bear in the Holpital ; 


—Y Leve tot Puerorum 
| Obſerve Mens ———joy. 


What J Certified i in the firſt Part of Your Book of Natural Writing, 1 no Explanation | in the Second. The Words 
are their own Interpreters. And whatever I Approved in the Former, You have Improved in the Latter. 
Jour Kindneſs to the firſt Impreſſion (tho! very Imperfect) gives you a double Title to a ſecond Dedication of this Epi- 
tome of my Reading and rm on the firſt Origin of Writing, G. Which if you Accept as a farther Mark of that Real 
| Eſteem [ have for You, I ſhall hold my {elk under a Renewed — to remain, 


| From the Golden Pen in Tour 150 F 7 iend and Servant, 
| Caſtle Street near the Mews 
Charing _ 23 April 1716. 
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As 


Of the Firſt Invention of * Kc. 


WRITING Defined. 


rr is ſuch a Repreſentation of our Words (but more 
permanent) as our Words are (or ought to be) of our | 
Thoughts. 

Now becauſe Words are only for thole that are pr 5 
both in Time and Place, to theſe have been added the In- 
vention of Writing. 

Dr. Holder obſerves, That Writing is Language in Counterfeit. For where- 
as Language originally and properly is that of the Tongue directed to the | 


Ear by Speaking, Written Language is Tralatitiouſly ſo called, becauſe it re- | 


preſents to the Eye the ſame Letters and Words which are pronounced. By 
theſe the Tongue and Pen do . pond and aſſiſt px other, Fri. 
ting what we Speak, and Speaking what we Write : Or, Language is a Con- 
nexion of Audible Signs, the 2; apt E. excellent i in whole Nature for 
Communication of our Thoughts by Spe dens Nane Written Long | is a De- 


es * of the ſaid Audible Sens b ay gs 
ading is an Expounder to the * = that in Force, which the 


Voice; and when by It, we are ſaid mmunicate our Thoughts, deline- | 
ate our Conceptions, &c. Iv = ns is Fi TRE, and a lm er or 
* n Seas it. MT PT 4 5 


Fe... CORES 


1 


— 
3 
2 


= Pen ſet down in Form. So that Writing s 2 Literal Supplement of the 


r 


- LETTERS are the Elements of Language. A Written Alphabet ought 
to be fo many ſingle proper Characters as ſignify the Sound or Power of each 
Letter. For a Letter is a Mark in Writing denoting the various Motions or 
Poſitions of the Inſtruments of Speech in producing or ending Sounds. | 

LETTERS by the Hebrews are termed OTHIO TH (i. e.) Signa ; but 
Hugo, 2 2. ſaith, Ea Vox proprie figniſicat Signa Signorum. For Letters 
are the Signs of Words, as Words are the Signs of Things. So 1/todor. calls 
them, Signa Verborum, Indices Rerum. | 

The Greeks expreſs themſelves herein by oanude ofpare, (i. e.) Signa, 

but moſt beef by yezuparr, (i. e.) Lineature ; and thence Literæ 4 
Lineando, being formed of Lines, an ſignifie the Mark on the Paper. 

The * of theſe Marks or Lines are indeed a Part of Grammar. 
 Reftam Literulis facit Orthozpea Figuram, ſays venerable Dr BUS BT. And 
Marcian, Lib. 3. introduceth Grammar thus ſ * z Mibi attributum Li- 


Fer anus F ormas Lineare. 


OT Nunker f LETTERS. 


| The Bent uſe 26 of theſe Charadters: 22 of which, (Gays the Aab 
|. & Man: : Arts. p. 46) are ſufficient for all the Language that ever were 


B 


1. 


: Au.. Metins rith. Lib. 1. tells us that from the various Combination 


at | find them 62% 


112. 932. 574. 894. 776 640. 006. Variations. 
401. 733. 239. 439. 360. £00. And S#bottus demonſtrates (the 


448. 

his Calculation is not exact) that a Thouſand Millions of Men, in as many 
bears could not write out all thoſe different Tranſpoſitions of the Al pha 
Granting every one ſhould Compleat 40 Pages a Day, arid very Pl 
| contain 40 ſeveral Poſitions : For if one Writer in one Day diſpatch 4o 

Pages, each containing 40 Combinations, 40 multiplied by 40 gives 
C1600, the Number he compleats in a Day, which multiplied by 366, the 
Number (and more) of Days in a Year, a Writer in one Year ſhall 
W compaſs 585600 diſtinct Rowes, therefore in a Thouſand Million of Years 


binations no leſs than 34. 848. 401. 733 


thoſe are not all, for the Index is capable of 620, 448, 401. 733. 239. 
439. 359. 999 Variations to each of the former Poſitions. 


The Wonderfulneſs of this 4 K T. 


The Hebrews firuck with Admiration Thereo of, called it DIK DU k. 
ch, e,) Subtile Inventum. 


— 


2 3 of Letters; that Rabbi Abraham. in his Zepber Fetzira (a 
n. Creation) affirms, that in them are myſteriaully contained, 32 
was pleas d to rake, in Creating the World. 

Vent 2 Miracle this Art ſeem'd at its firſt Invention, we may ak 

by the late difcovered Americans, who were amazed to ſee Men A 

with Books, and would ſcarce believe Paper could Speak, eſpecially when 

after all their Liſte ung to any Writing, (as, their Cuſtom was) they | 
ould never perceive any Sound to proceed from it. 
© There is 3 pretty Relation in Lud Richeom. trandlated” by Bilhop 

; e of an ladian Slave, who being ſent by his Maſter with a Basket 

F igs and a Letter, did by the Way eat 1 part of bis Canning ge, convey |, 


1 1 * , *. 
; 


the Fault, — the Divinity 0 


he could finiſh 535600000000000- which being again multiplied by 1000. 
ooo. ooo. the Number of. Writers ſuppoſed, the Product willl be 
5856 οο . which wants of the Number of the Com- 


239 439. 360. O. But 


Materials of all Arts, 


| firſt Original. And 
Jof too too 


| Hiſtory - diſagree 
The Cabaliſts had ſo ſtrange and unaccountable a Conceit of the Power | 


wich Cn and His = "68 


Hebraice | __ in uſu. Theſe Hebrews retained ' their proper Idiom even 


Ih 


ing the Remainder to the Perſon to whom hg was 
— the Letter, and not finding the Quantity of 
he accules the Slave of Eating them, telling 


him what the Letter ſaid 
againſt him. But the Indian confidently” Würd the Fact, curſing the 


Paper as a Lying Witneſs. After this, being ſent again with the like 
Carria d a Letter exꝑpxeſſing the Number of Fi igs to be delivered, 
he did again devour partpf them by the Way: But before he meddled with 
= (tg prevent all Accuſation) he firſt hid the Letter under a great Stone, 


irected, who having 


uring himſelf that if it did not ſee him eat the Figs, it could never tell | 


of him; but being now more Wa accuſed. than before; he confeſſed 
the Paper. 


of the Firſt Origin of Writing. 


This Art i 1s by many rank'd among the went a Adeſpara. K 4, 40 
pa, Cap. 2. faith, that Letters themſe ves, which are the Ein d 
. are not able to make good the Antiquity of their 


Cap. 3. complains, that the Repuguant Opittions 
Writers ow this 8 


Diſputation, and rplexed the Enquiry. And yet theſe Digladiators in 
melt where ie 7® leaf” 


Name only, Winke they agree as to the Place and Peo intended. 
The Deſcendants from Adam by Seth, "Noa 2 


called- Hebrews. rom Aaam to Noab d tio 
Pepple, but were difperſed over the whole 
Gen. 2. The OE 


articular Name as A 


DE Ea uſed the ſame Idium 
rth was of one Language 


and of one 
Babel Confuſion) and from 


did ſo ee Yer H. 1 N. ot led. 3715 Jacob was 
named Is an poſtetity Zraeliter. Now this v by Writers 
are ted Arie; J Pham ictans, &c. from 1 5 i inhabit- 

e fay Pen e Curd. Car, 


"Poſt 
writesin Not. Enſeb. Cananæis (i. e. 3 Phcenicibus,) Tempore Abrabams Lingua 


ter 


3 ** F 


there mention'd, 


jet have mightily. dark ned the 
quarrelling about the 


b, Xe were afterwards 


Speech (an writ the fame. Character, ſays Med till the 
oa to _ 2 0 Years from we, | Blood) they 1 


nnius, Bibliender, Sc. And Scali ger, 


- N 3 


35 


Cynoſure to bring the Eaſtern Magi to Chriſt. Ne. 8. 4. Vol. 1. 


L 3 
after the Babe! Confuſion, tho perhaps they might exchange their Letters 
for thoſe we have from Eſdras, as thinks St. Ferom. | „ 
This granted, it's certain the firſt Letters were Hebrew. Pliny ſays, 
Literas arbitror ſemper fuiſſe Aſſyrias * Hebreas) as I before obſerved, and 
Pol. very well remarks upon him, Lib. 5. that Syria was alfo called A/ſjria 
Phenicia, Fudea, Palæſtina, &c. as it was contiguous to ſuch or ſuch, Place, 
People. „„ 
Eupolennis, Euſebius, &c. afſign the firſt Invention of W 
MOSES. But ſome think FOB lived be 
diſcovers his knowledge of Letters. 
Philo attributes it to ABRAHAM. R | 
Opmezius, Greg. Toloſas, &c. to ENOCH, the Son of Seth, whoſe 
Prophecies are mention'd by St. ue. The Author of the Teſtament 


riting to 
fore him, and H E, Chap. 19. 


- - Ruin by it; Of the Drowning and the Burning of the World, G0. 
Jaſepbus, Lib. 1. writes, that the Children of Seth, the Son of Adam, 


Adam that the World would undergo a two-fold Deſtruction; one by 
a great Flood, the other by Fire: They erected two. great Columns, the 


ſhould not be able to reſiſt the Rapidity and Violence of the Waters: 
Yer at leaſt that of Stone might preſerve the Memory of their Mathematical 
Speculations to Poſterity, by what was written upon it. He farther 
adds, that the Stone Pillar remained till his Days in Syria. | 
SETH by the Gnofticks is intituled to the Writing of Seven Books; 
and Anonymus on Matthew mentions a Prophetical Some think God branded Cain's 
Writing of his concerning the Star, that was the Forehead wich a Letter of his 


Finally to ADAM is the Firſt Invention of Writing aſcribed. © 


others to Write. 


of the Twelve Patriarchs cites divers Paſſages out of them, as Of the Num- 
ber and Names of Stars; Of the Death of Chriſt by the jews, and their 


having invented Aſtrology and divers other Sciences, and being told by 


one of Brick, the other of Store, and wrote the Precepts of the Arts | 
they had invented on Each of them, hoping that altho* that of Brick | 


Ithat of the Flight of Birds. God did not create the Firſt Man in Ignorance, 
- | and in the Eſtate of Children that are born to = 


owe their Invention to Adam, is not Ex Fide only; but from the E 


Hiſtory of 
the Gentiles, and Tradition of the Chaldees, who aſſert that they had 
Aſtronomy and Letters 3634 Years before the Monarchy of Alexanger-- 
Letters Therefore were in uſe 1000 Years before the Flood. Enoch was 
born in the 622 Year of Adam, and it is but a fair Conjecture that he c 
einn e 7 £150 en 
Ang. Rocca de Camer. ſays, that in the Fatican Library, 4D AM is 
painted: Over his Head are the Antique Hebrew Letters: At his Feet 
this Inſcription: Adam, in pired by Gd, was the fr ff Inventor of Sciences 
and Letters; and adds, that Adam did (Cbaracteres, alirs præmonſtrare) teach 


The Learned Barnes ſays, 


—————The Gift of a Commanding Pen 
Mas firit by God, to firft-born Adam giv'n ; 
From him to Seth it came, the Beit of Men; 
And juſtly, ſince the Richeit Gift of Heav'n 
On Flood-ſurviving Pillars he enroll'd - 
This Harbinger of Life, Tradition's Spring, 
Interpreter of Reaſon, Senſe's Mold, 
| Virtues Recorder, Speech's Lord and King. 


| 
' 


| ADAM receiv'd from God the Knowledge of all Arts and Sciences: For 
this Firſt Man, who was the immediate Work of God's own Hands, ought 
alſo to be his chief Work in the Order of Nature ; and by Conſequence he 
ought not to be wanting in any of the Perfe&ions which belong to Humane 
Nature. Tis what all the Fathers thought, and what St. Awſizn fays, That 
there is as much Difference between the Knowledge of the wiſeſt Sons of 
Adam, and that of Adam himſelf, as there is between a Snail's Pace, and 


; But gave him all the 
Knowledge requiſite to the Perfection of Man: For it was not more worthy 


Bibliander Comment. de Lit. ſays, 4 D AM the firſt Man and Patriarch, 
found out Letters by Divine Guidance. „ 


Joanne: Annius. Inicio, Lib. 1. Nor. Berof. writes thus; That 3 


of God to give moderately than to give All. He that had no Occaſion to 
make Experiments to create his Works in all the Perfe&ions that were ſyßg 
ble to them, could not fail of making the firſt as excellent as could“ 

8 —_ 8 in 
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Huus Scientiæ Rationales' & non aftrifie Legibus Rationis , Hujus Leges 

| Scripta pariter & non Scripte ;, Hujus deniq, ſunt Omnia Invents & Diſcipli- 
ne. All which confidered, I cannot but differ from ſeverai In 

| ſons, who hold that FO HI the firſt Ki 


| fore Chriſt, was the firſt Inventor of Writing, and wrote in their Language 
2 Book called Tokim. — 8 — 


1 Of the Order of LE TTERS. 


| Latines particularly. On this Head I ſhall only tranſcribe the Complaint 
of Dr. Holder, leaving the Determination to more Leiſure and greater Abi- 
lities than I am Maſter of. © Ir hath been to me a great Wonder, (ſays he,) 


that in the Alphabets of all Languages whereof I have any Knowledge, 
arafters nei- 


e there is not to be found either Order, or Perfection. The 
ther being adjuſted to the Sounds of Letters pronounced, nor diſpoſed in 
the Alphabet according to any Rational or Natural Order.” 


| 3 of the * of L ETTERS 


| The Hebrew are compoſed of the Letter Jad, variou : applied : Thus 


Great, Latin,\&c. af Lines Multiform. Different Countries have different 


| The bt and moſt ancient is that of the Habrews from Right to Let: 


FOthers,proceed from Right to Left, and back again from Left to Right. The 
Europeans and molt others, from Left to Right, without Retrogreſpon 


ot 


4 i k 
X - 
„ a 1 
3 0 
. 1 
4. 2 n 
o 7 a 4 * * Y * 1 * 


Ot this Firſt Man Suider thus writes: Hajus ſunt Arter & LITER; i 


genious Per- 
ng of the Chineſe, who lived 1400 
| Years before Moſes, 500 before Menes the firſt King of Egypt, and 2950 be- 


The ſame Order with the Hebrew is obſerved by Moſt ; The Greeks and 


BY 


the Hebrews term Raſchei Theborh : or 3dly, By Hieroglyphics or Emblems, 


the Left. Hugo, P. 83, gives a Speeimen of £4 Ways of Conducting 
Line. 83, | 4 


 Inflruments uſed by the Antients. 


firſt they wrote with an Iron Style, (mention'd 19. Job.) on Stone or 
Tue: They made one of Bone to write on Wax. The Arithmeticians uſed 


bles or Leafs of Wood. 


Calami were Reeds or hard Rulhes growing near 
was a kind of Reed growing in the 


Pa 
Papyrus Nilotica, of a ſtrin 
King of Egypt contrived in a Gummy Water, and dried in the Sun, which 
afterwards divided into Sheets were called Papyri from the Reed. 

Ihe Chineſe and Fapanois make their Paper of the inner Bark of Bam- - 
boos and Alom, and write with an Hair Pencil from Top to Bottom, and 


m_— or Nile. 
Marſhes of Egypt, called 


from Right to Left, miraculouſly faſt. 
| and the Fat of Swine. 


Of SHOR T-H AND. 


Marks or Signs. The firft Invention whereof is aſcribed by Euſebius to 
Tyro Servant of Cicero: But it is plain Cicero practis'd it himſelf, from his 
Ep. ad Attic. Lib. 13. Quod ad te de Legatis Scripſi, parum credo intellix- 


that the Writing on the Wall Dan. 
Word, ſtand for a Word; as S P q R for Senatus Populuſq, Romanus ; which 


one of Stone, on Slate, or Shingle. On Glaſs they wrote with Adamant. 
| But the moſt common Way was on the Rhinds or Barks of Tr2es, and in Ta- 


Filamental Subſtance. This Philadelphus 


Their Ink is made of Lamp black 


© Short-band is of great Antiquity. The Antients wrote it either, 1 F. By 


TT: 5 | „ Ii, quia M onuetoy ſcripſi. Pet. Diaconus attributes * to 2 whoſe 

nnr; A n er innings of this Kind, received ſucceſſive Additions from Seneca, the Fa- 
R of the fe res al Ways of Conti | 4 T4 Piece of . Ting. =. 8 Some think David alludes to this, Pſalm 14. 1. And 
1 2 7 EY | 5 5. 25. Which ſo puzzled the Chaldean - 
| Wizards, was in ſuch Characters. 2dly, By making the firſt Letters of a 


ucting 


s uſed 
2 mant. 


n Ta- 


called 
elpbus 


Bam- 


which returns into it ſelf. Emblems were 1/7, Natural. as Grounded on 


an by Figures, are known Univerſally. So the 


one or the Planets, &c. and of Chymiſts for Minerals, and of Muſicians for their | 


which 


, and 


black 


Subject, I wave them. 


| ters and, by - 4 Notes and 


thereof; Ok this kind was the Lacedæmonian Scytale. 


2s by a Serpent with his Tail in his Mouth, they intended the Year 


ſome Reſemblance in the Property or Eſſence of the Things themſelves: 
Thus 2 Youug Stork carrying the Old one, ſignifies filial Gratitude, c. 
Or, 24ly, Hiſtorical ; as Phaeton denotes the Folly of Raſhneſs, Se. 

The Characters of Numbers, the Roman wa Letters, or the Babari- 


arks of "Aſtronomers for 


Notes are oenerall the ſame, and Pave the 1 Univerſal Character. 
An Eminent French Autbor, ſpeaking of Short-hand, does Juſtice tb 


our Country Men, when he fays, Ceſt en quoi la Nation 66 
par deſſus les Autres, &c. 


Of the 4 R 7 of Secret WRITING. 
' The Art of Secret Information i in General as it zuckte all Segler- 


ry Signs, may be ſtyled Cryptomenyſis or Private Intimation. 


There are three — Ways of Information, 1/7, By Crypto logia, - 12 
. Speaking : adiy, By Semwologia, or by Signs and Geſtures. 3uly, By G. | 


no Relation to my 


i, | 


tographia, or Occult Writing, The two firſt having 


And in the laſt recommend 'three Things. 
That what you write (if poſſible) be void of Suſpicion. adh, Dime 
to be unfolded, if 5M £65 galy, Fitted for diſpatch, that i is, eaſy to be; | 
writ and decyphered by the Correſpondent. 


This Occult way of Writing, is 1/t, By altering the Powers of the Let: | 
Characte 


. 2aly, 
the ; 3 
g4h, By uling more Letters Than are neceſſary. 


Ahh, By uſing fewer than are 
5thly, By a Deceit in the Paper, 


or 8 Werk uſed ages! 


6:hly, By. a Deceit in the Jak; or ſome Liquor in is Read. Tun 


of you write with Sal Ae, dillatv'd-in Wiaer, * in Juice 


57 


| mg 


be ſcatter'd on them. 


- | alfo Blacken the eſt. 
4 N. not r 


' 
by» 


— 


— * 


be viſlble when held by the hes 4 

Urine, ec. appear not till Duſt 
Lou may write with the Volk of a raw Egg 4 
diſſolved in F hiefr being dried) -Black the whole Paper 
with Ink, and That afterwards Dried, the Ink will fall off from _— 
Letters. if gently ſcraped With 2 Knife. Letters written with diſſolved 
Alom are — till dipt in Water. 

Sehattus ſays, if you mix a little common Ink with as much Water, 
as that little or nothing. of the Blackneſs appear in it, and wriee your 
ſecret Intentions on clean Paper, when iis thoroughly dried you may Write 
an ordinary Epiſtle (with another Ink made of Gun r beat and 
mixt with Nuiri water,) on the Letters you deſctibed before, and the Ink 
will waſh off with a 2 2 1 in b r 5 r Gall, which will 


the Letters will: only 
Letters written with Goat's Fat, 


TS. ic 2» 


By changing the Places -of the Letters where * Powers ate * 


er Hint of Arithmetick. 


noble: 
1s + 1 W . "dh Head 1 * TS boy 
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| Play, bie big 17, hy; Tharthe: . of iNiley * 
and Godmeniy. ud the E "Fork 2227. a 
||| Rerwen, they » gueſgd at che Eruitfulanſs.d Seerliey 1. he: 1 
Scaſen, Je, 1. 3 aſeribes. tie fut Invention to Aub 
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CS 1 


E Knowledge of Numbers he could not have been. And Sons of Seth's the | ments of this | Great Man. I have by me an Alphahet of the 24 Ger- to 2 1 
* man Text Capital Letters, of which Mr Velde is the Reputed Author. 


Pillars are already taken Notice of. — wh 
| 5 . | Contemporary with Him were, the Beautiful Materot; the famous Roe- proved. 
lands, (an Admirable M. S. of whoſe I purchas'd in Holland,) Morante, Thorein 
a Voluminous Franciſcan; Chambre, a Compact Author, (a M. S. of whole aAfiſtance 


4 alſo lyes by me ;) and Carpentier an Elegant Pen-man. 4. 
| Theſe were followed by Limaſin, Barbedor, Senault, Duval, Alais cum 9 


Hitherto of the Rough Diamond, now of that Diamond poliſhed. ] multis alüs Tranſmarinis. SE | CO 
Writing is of that Efficacy as to make itſelf intelligible to all the] That our Countrymen appeared not ſo early in the Field of Writing, 
| Powers and Faculties of the Soul, notwithſtanding its being mute and | Wonder not Reader; Since the Uſe of the Rolling-Preſs was unknown in 
Void of Moti, Et. ny. England, till introduced from Antwerp, by. Mr John Speed, in the Reign 
So charming a Delicacy . ſhines in a Maſterly Curious Hand, as creates | of King James 1ſt. . more par 
in the Judicious Beholder, Pleaſure ineffable. Something there is that | Yet Mr Peter Bale in Queen Elizabeth's Time publiſhed his Writing and Elab 
gives Life and Spirit to a Letter, that makes Strokes ſeem to Move, and | School-Maſter at the Letter Preſs: And His, with Mr Martyn's and others corre 
caſts a kind of Glory round em. It is ſomething which nothing but the | Pieces, made part of a Copy-book Engraven beyond Sea by Hondius. in the 
Pen can expreſs, wr ſuch a ſomething as the Pen cannot expreſs. To | One of which, with many Valuable Fragments of Mr Bale's Writing in it, 
the Vulgar Eye thele Charms are imperceptible : It requires ſome Degrees | I have in my Collection. on - 
of Perfection to admire Perfection; as it is ſaid to be an Advance in | About 1616 Mr Gething and Mr Billingſley publiſhed with general Ap- 
Oratory, to Reliſh Cicero. 1 | | plauſe, and 1622 Mr D. Browne (a Learned and Ingenious Sotch-man) more. 
If the Invention of Writing be ſo Wonderful, the Ufe and Ends of | Printed his Calligraphia at the Letter-preſs, with Blanks for Examples, Here 
it ſo Extenſive, and the Improvements of it ſo Delicate; then, how much | which - he and his Clerks filled up. This he Dedicated to King James, that are 
are we beholden to thoſe Gentlemen whoſe happy Genius and Publick Spi- |whoſe Scribe he ſubſcribes himſelf. 1 1 their Pr 
rit led them to ſcatter Roſes in our Way, and to make the Paths of | Afterwards the Spirit of Penmanſhip diſcovered itſelf in the Works of ons of t 
Science pleaſant to Us? 955 the Incompirable Jobn Davis of Hereford, Goodyeere, Gery and others. Characte 
With what Brevity I can, I will do Juſtice to their Memories, and | The Art of Writing continued in a Flouriſhing Condition, till the charge 


defeat the Expectations of ſuch as would have me Partial. I pay Reve- | Death of that great Honour and Ornament of it, Mr Thomas Fayle, who with me 


his Bol 
Maſter 7 
Bott ing: 
moſt : 


mandm 
day afte 
mily, C 


rence to the RepMation of all Men; Nor in favour of any will I pro- | could ot bo vortinde to vakith. He was a Gentleman of Bright Parts, and A Nobl 
, TTT... 8 had a curious Felicity in all his Perf ces. I am happy in the Poſſeſſion to, Mal 
Anno. 1522 Lud. Vicentin publiſh'd his Book; as Wijſs a Stwitzer did | of many of his admifable Pieces — 2 


29 Years after. Hantlugſus appeared Aung 1591; as did the Copies of | But, now, Mr Cocker (too General an Undertaker) commenced Author: - who of 
ſeveral Maſters Engraven' by Hondius Anno. 159 “. He let in an Inundation of Copy-Books upon us, and was followed by others, Artiſts, i 
Then Immortal V EL DE bleſsd the World with his unrivabd La- who for filthy Lucre, propagated the foul Prank of Piracy; and ſuch was yet hi 
| bours, every Line of which begets in the Judicious, at once an awful | the Incontinency of Publiſhing, That the moſt awkard an vile Imitators ſet Slander. 
| Admiration and an exquiſite Satisfaction. We have a M. S. of his in | themſelves up for Authors, and the Rolling-Preſs groaned under a Superfœ- 
© Eupland, an Ocular Demonſtration of the Spirit and Inimitable Attain-{ tation of ſuch Books as had almoſt rendred the Art contemptible oh 

R 95 . | * | A | 


and Elaborate Pieces; as were the Dundaſſes (Father and Son) for writing 
correctly in Miniature. Of the Latter's I have a Curiofity written with- 


day after Trinity, Prevent us, O Lord, Prayers for the Queen, Royal Fa- 
mily, Clergy, Gentry, and Commonalty, with vacant Space for much, 


that are the Ornament of our D 


A Noble Emulation I would cheriſh, while it 

| to, Malevolence: Bale had his Fohnſon, Norman his Myſon, Ayres his Mat- 
while was no Sufferer. The Buſie-Body 

| who officiouſſy employs himſelf in creating Miſunderſtandings between 


The late Colonel Ayres (a Diſciple of Mr Tophan, ) gave the firſt Cheque | 


to this Exorbitant Spirit. He introdyced the Baſtard Italian Hand amongſt 
us, which by the beſt Maſters has been Admitted, Naturalized and Im- 
proved. Nor is it a Diminution of our Characters who ſurvive him, that 
Therein the Colonel was the common Father of us all. He, with the 


Aſſiſtance of the Ingenious Mr John Sturt Engraver (ſtill living) carried | 


the Glory of Englith Penmanſhip far beyond his Predeceſlors. 


Contemporary with the Colonel were, Mr Eleazer Wigan, famous for | 


his Boldneſs and Volubility in Command of Hand: Mr fobn Sed don 
Maſter of a very fruitful f 

Botting a Diſciple of the Colonel's, who Excell'd moſt, when he copied 
moſt : Mr Peter Storey, an Univerſal Artiſt, and Second to None,; but 
more particularly Eminent for his Manly and Beautiful Diſpoſition of Large 


in the Compaſs of a Guinea, viz. The Lord's Prayer, Creed, Ten Cam- 
mandments, Pſalms, 117, 120, 131, and 134. Collects for the 10th Sun- 


more. 


Here would I gladly engage my Pen in Honour of thoſe. Artiſts, 


didates for 
of Ver iting. 


1 


cuted by the Hand, and perfected by Exerciſe. 0 
To the framing q truly good Hand, there muſt: conſpire a Rep 


gulay Form 


| in Connexion, Inclination, Heighth, Breadtb, Bigneſs, and Continuation, ti which 


few or none attain, that have not an innate Propenfity and Intlination, and 
a Patience Proof againſt all Diſconra gements. EE et, 

ART never produces Effects ſo happy, as when it works on a 
[Pregyant 'Diſpoazos, ,-, ; +7 ot e 


* 


0 


loſopher, yer there is great need of good Conception for comprehending 
the Differences of Figures, the Changes of Situation, and the Number of 


Maſterſhip and Perfection in the Art, 3 


W RITING derives its Origin from the Imagination, is exe. q 
ancy, and Neatneſs in his Compoſures : Mr | . 


W 
4 0 
F : . | _ 
: 4 (v % I 
IF SOT. * 
= —_ 4 <a 4 * 6 — = 


* 
— - RA * 1 1 
- e SY} * 


MAXIM to be obſerved by ſuch as are Cr. 


; ** 
* 4 


W 


— +4 
__— 
= 


Though a Man may arrive at Perfection herein, without being a Phi- 


| Motions that form them. Of Imagination for repreſenting them to ones 


, who ſtanding on the Shoulders of 


their Predeceſſors, have manifeſtl 


Characters become the Subject of any farther Eſſiy of mine, I ſhall Diſ- 
charge my ſelf Therein with utmoſt Sincerity and Impartiality. - ART 
with me is of no Party; 1 wiſh I might animate their United Endeavours. 
proceeded neither from, nor 


lock, and his S——, yet Art t 


. Alrtiſts, may be compared to a Turn- Stile, which ſtands in every Mans Way, 


Sander. 


ade farther Diſcoveries. I am conſci- 
ous of the Difficulties attending ſuch an Enterprize. Yet if their Works or | 


ſelf in their Beauty; of Judgment in placing them a propos , and of In- 
| vention, to improye on the Antiquie. 
An Artiſts Hand performs promptly what the Imagination preſents to it. 
All Debauches or violent Exerciſes dull the Imagination, Benumn the 
Eingers, and Debilitate their Action. 92 


Ar 
neifh 
Examples. Ss 


Inſtruction confiſts as well in Demonſtration as Information 


This 1 
13 


In Writing there - are two Principles of Motion. Firſt, The Minor, 


* 
7 
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8 Exerciſe may afford Order and Continuation to an Hand, but 
U mn a . 5 , . . » pe 
ither a Regular Form, nor proper Connexion, without Precepts and 
: 6g 58 — x „ : 5 — 88 2 N 14 


performed by the Thumb and two Fingers. only. Secondly, The Major, * 


(as in large Capitals, Strokes, and Flouriſhes, improperly calbd Command“ 


yet hinders no Body. And be is the Slanderer that gives Ear to the | of Hand) perform d by the two Fingers, the Thumb ind the Arm cancurring 2 
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Te a Time f 


Bold and Miſterly Writing, turns on the Hinges of theſe four Prrinci- | 
; 2d, Diſpoſition of the Place, and of the Perſon; La 
de un Eſprit Gai pour ſon Execution. 3d, The Inftru- | 


vis. it 


mei. Arth, The Matter wherewith we 


F here are abundance of Difficulties in well Forming and Finiſhing a | 
Letter. The too hard Leaning on the Arm in Writing, takes from the 


Gy 


| 1 
ol 
Lo 
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Of the Ornamental Part of Writing. 


rite. 


tum, is of abſolute neceſſity to the Writing Surely, Readily, and Grace- 


Freedom of the Writer. The more or leſs Touch of the Nib of the Pen . 


at the ſide of the Thumb, or Fingers, alters the Stroke. The more or 
leſs Inclination of the Hand, renders the Stroke quite different. The 
quick or flow Motion of the Fingers or the Arm Eulivens, or makes a 


| Employers. Habits are acquired 
_ lute Maſters : 


B Hein. The Pen too hard, or too ſoft, or not fitted to the Hand, | Additional Charms and fre 
interrupts the Spirit and Power öf te Action. The Ink too ffuid or too 
F thick. : The Sent too high or too low. Tüte filſe Light, or the Light 


Fuly; Pt is the beſt, if not the only Way, to fix one in a good Run- 


ni TR 
k is Granted, That in a Face, though it be not adorned, yet, we may 
ſee Beauty, if it be There; Nevertheleſs, it may, and often does receive 
Graces from an elegant and well concerted 
Dreſs-:- So alſd a Piece of Correct Writing, altho' it ſhines bright, amiably 
bright, in its own Native Plainneſs and Purity; yet by the Aſſiſtance of 


tgo great, and a thouſand other Impediments are ſo many Rabs in 'the ſuitable Ornament, judiciouſly diſpoſed, by the Hand of a Maſter, it will 


Way of Dexterity. 


Knowledge, and Uſe, Nature gives 


Rules, and Uſe gives the Exerciſe for the acquiring a Readineſs and Ha- 
| bir, Knowledge without Nature is Rude; and Nature without Knowledge 

is Blind; but both the one and the other is ſtill 'imperfe&t without 
E Experience. . in Ls 224 — 940 wel 25 7 apy Oi 1 6 0 

Perfection in Writing, therefore, is attainable only by a True Me- 
| thod, Good Copies, and a reaſonable Time for Practice. And whoever pre- 
tends'to the contrary (tho Maſter of Wagenfeil's Infindibulum with Im- 


Circulatory 


| As for the Cure or Change of ill Habits, there can be no Time limi-| In Performances of this kind, the ha 
ted, ſo it is a: Work of Time to b 


| bat n 4 Trartht 2 Peel cs. We 
E can do nothi 


ing to Perfection without theſe three Principles, Nature, orbitant Luxuriancies of the Former may be Lopt and Retrench'd by 


recommend it ſelf to the Ingenious with twice the Advantage. 


* . 
* 
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ry, but ever in Subjection to the Laws o 


the Capacity, Knowledge ſhews the the Latter. 


merit the Character of a prepoſterous Phancy-Monger. He muſt pay due 

Regard to Time, Place and all Circumſtances; The Sportive Faculty muſt be 
iſhed the Court o 

| Paratragediate in Trifles. 

- The Ornamental Part of Writing, where it muſt (as in ſome Caſes 


: 


* 


thties, to the Diſhonoar of 


The late Mr Fobn Seddon in his Artificial Decora tions was the Hap- 


of [ALLEINE Writing -Maſter in Coleman-Streer London. 4 


_ 


To Command the Capital Letters, and a clean bold Stroke, ad Lili. 


4 Fancy muſt never be Arbitra- 
; Sedate Judgment. That the Ex- 


And even then our Ornamentator muſt be upon his Guard, leſt he De- 
Buſineſs, He muſt neither Ludere cum Seriis, nor 


| 21 wr it muſt) be Artificially perform'd, ſhould ever be conformable to Nature. 

| provements)' does. but praftice upon the Weakneſs and Credulity of his | For then does Art appear Perfect when ſhe can ſcarce be diſtinguiſhed from 
I red by repeated Afs. And the moſt abſo- Nature it felf, as Nature is ever happy, becauſe ſhe always carries an hid- 
| ſters (without continual Practice and Exerciſe) find a fenfible De- | den Art in her own Boſom. _ ——— ES 
cay of their Faculties. Such Pretenders are by Mr Gethi | 
E and Circu Profeſſors of Impo pieſt of Any that attempted that Way amongſt us. His 1 17 Plates are 
nn and Abuſe of Learners; fuck I leave to the Cenfure of in the Hands of my Ingenious and eſteemed good Friend OSEPH 
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moniſh 


Writit 
ever is | 
to Enjo 

She aki 
the Imag 


| them All. Ir is the Life and 


Later: candid intetvenicht Tin, wa 

that the Living, and Dead ether, 
which the Living dare not, or care not to ſay to Us. By Their A; the | 
Memory 
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of t the 1 Uſe and Ap pl ion Ame 1 


Writing i is the Key to Arts and 


nces, 
1 vf Co 


By it we manage Affairs at the greateſt Diftance, and with the greateſt | 


Secreſy. 
and Wake A 
= 5 of te pref; So 


that we may learn ſometimes from the Admonitions of the Dead, 


"tha, 
of Paſt 8 is preſerved, and the Foreknowledge of Things 


e f 


mand Us. 
Infcription #s the Language of a Tomb 
Art can by Letters Speak, when Nature" $ Dumb. 


Writing i is the Inheritance, of Poſing, Laren 
ever is left them in- Law to Live 
to Enjoy. It 1s the picture pt 


Healing is Vocal Thoug ef "ing is Ben Speech ; but 13 3 
the _ or Character of them Both. Nl cons © aſl” 


d. Lu Gas; * A 6 3 
S Luy us nds vient cet Art lagenicux. 

peindre 1 & de ao dt 5 Wo. wn ” 1 
2 ER par les Traits divers. de nes tracecs, 


Donner de ly Couleur, & de 1. AM AUX. ee 
6 U ; or 


Hens" 15 be wondlrout . Art hogs + cg 


4 Paintiug Speech, 1 Speaking to the 57; ; 1 
us we by Tracing gic Lines, are taug 


* 90 82 N 
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n ei Ted Re Rogier of 258 Coeval 


of Men of Letters. 
the Corredion of any Miſtikes that may have — me. 


ae 


7 


5 He will not allow any One's Cenſure of them, that cannot Mend them : 


| ed, ſeveral Entire Chapters are added; 


Me me, | 


O hav beth in a Capacity of Writing ſome Parts of this Effay, 
with 42 from feveral Agthors, of Different Time, Place, 
12 90 e heen (yotkndw,) Contemporary with Adam, 


erity. 4 
As an Hiſtorun | — had Recourſe to the Beſt Authorities I could. 4 
with on each Subject. I 


Jow 1 have Diſcharg'd my ſelf, I leave to the Judgment and Candour L 


Of ſuch 1 ſhall Accept it as a Favour, if they will afliſt me in 


eftius Hi. 
25 _ Mecum. 


Moſt of the a bes were many Years fince Engraven : and 
altho* the Author never had an immoderate Opinion of his own Netit; 


ell knowing, that the Beſt Performers are the beſt Judges in Every 
Art. | 


FIAT 


* OSTEFICR E- . 


* — . 
= — > 5 — 
. — — x — 2 2 _— 7 8 7 4 


— 


N. B. In this Edition he Errors of the former Impreſſion are Corre&- 


the whole is a new Methodiz d and 
Lo by many Additions throughout. 
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Tell me what Genius did the Arc Invent, „„ 
The lively Inage of a Voice to Paint ? 
Who firſt the Secret how to Colour Sound, 
And to Five Shape to Reaſon wiſely found, 
| With. Bodies how to cloath Idea. Taucht, 
5 5 And how to draw the Picture of a Thowght-: 
Who Taught the Hand to Speak, the Eye to Hear, 
A Silent ec Roving far and near, 
| Whoſe Softeſt Notes ourſtrip Loud Thunder's Sound, 
And fpread Their Accents thro' the World's vaſt Round; 
Let with kind-Secrefy fecurely Rowl 
Whiſpers of Abſent Friends from Pole to Pole: - 
A Voice Heard by the Deaf, Spoke by the Dims, : 
- Whoſe Errbo reaches long, long Time to come, 
Which Dead Men Speck an well as thofe Aus; 
* e eie Geir dts dr come . 
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3 be the! N ute of Wrating gught. 
| 114 ics They expreſs'd their Sence 
With 1 und wohdrous Eloquerice. 


Letters kay, ar 2 did this Art invent, 


To make aſon permanent. 
Till ISIS ee eil ac aroſe, | 

And taught by Letters how they _— comple 

A Dreſs to ew the Image of the 


And * Sand Laſting tho depriv'd of F Noiſe. 
SHE made the Dumb to Speak, the Deaf to Underſtand, 


And taught the He to Hear the Br of the Hand. 
But had th Egyptian Queen by Art Divine, 
Taught how to Write ſuch Beauteous Lines as THINK. 


Thoſe Heavenly Honours offer'd to her Name, 


Had ſhone with — . Flame. ' 
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